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Presentation Shadowbox Kit



Backer Installation 



Backer nearing completion 

ƴThe backer material we recommend is 1/4" OSB primarily because it 
costs  much less than plywood yet works just as well.

ƴIf your gallery needs to be moved, very little work is required to put 
the wall back to its previous state. 



hǾŜǊ ŀƭƭ ōŀŎƪŜǊ ŘƛƳŜƴǎƛƻƴǎ ŀǊŜ сΩ·нтΩ
с ǎƘŜŜǘǎ ƻŦ ѻέ h{.

Caution:  make sure the top and bottom of your backing is perfectly level with no jogs.  When it is 

time to attach the 12 foot long pieces of molding  you don't want any unsightly gapes created because of 
a jog in your backer.  

Tip #1:  Dropping a chalk line for the bottom of  your wall will help guide the installation of your 

backer. 

Tip #2:  Three of your sheets will need to be cut.  Have the lumber yard do this.  They have the tools 

to cut these large pieces straight, greatly reducing the possibility of an unsightly jog in the cut piece.  

Tip #3:  Attach Sheets A through D first to support the heavier sheets  E through H  which go up next. 

Note:  ²ƘƛƭŜ ŀ нтΩ ǿŀƭƭ ƛǎ ǘȅǇƛŎŀƭƭȅ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǎ ǇǊŜŦŜǊǊŜŘΦ  ²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ  ǇƘƻǘƻǎ ƻŦ ŀ фΩ·мрΩ  ǿŀƭƭ ŀǘ hǊŜƳ 
elementary  showing a non standard wall.

America's Freedom Gallery Presentation Shadowbox Backer 
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Your tools: 
1. Drill
2. Masonry bits
3. Plastic masonry plugs
4. Wood screws

5. Hammer
6. Tamp rod



Plastic plug
Å5Ǌƛƭƭ ƘƻƭŜ мΦрέ ŘŜŜǇ
ÅTap into hole the plastic plug 

Tip:  These plastic plugs can be purchased at most Ace hardware  or True Value hardware 
stores. 



Tap  into place
Use a tamping rod or drill bit to push the plastic plug into the brick. 

Tip:  Once you have firmly secured the bottom row of sheets the heavier top 
sheets can be gently supported on top of the bottom row while they are being 
attached. 



Drill a shallow counter sink dimple

¦ǎƛƴƎ ŀ ѹέ ōƛǘ ƳŀƪŜ ŀ ǎƳŀƭƭ ŘƛƳǇƭŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƻƻŘΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ŀƭƭƻǿǎ ȅƻǳǊ ǎŎǊŜǿ 
to lie flush with the surrounding wood. 



Next drive in the screw.



Close up of Backer with Screws 



Backer ready for Sisal

¢ƛǇΥ ²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ ŦƻǳƴŘ  Ƴƻǎǘ ŜƭŜƳŜƴǘŀǊȅ ǎŎƘƻƻƭǎ ōŜƎƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǿŀƭƭ олέ ƻŦŦ ǘƘŜ ŦƭƻƻǊΦ

aƻǎǘ ŀŘǳƭǘ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴǎ ōŜƎƛƴ орέ ƻŦŦ ǘƘŜ ŦƭƻƻǊΦ   



Sisal  Installation 



The heart of your Presentation

ÅSisal: A burlap product which is light weight, 
easy to use, attractive and very forgiving.  

ÅNote:  The following images come from five 
different gallery installations.  While following 
the installation steps note the different colors 
of sisal and molding being used.  

Schools: Cherry Hill, Forbes, Harvest, Butler, Orem



Preparation and Tools
ÅLadders ςtwo or three
ÅCarpet floor roller
ÅType 1 mastic  tile & carpet adhesive  3.5 gal 
Å¢ǊƻǿŜƭ мκмсέ
ÅUtility knife

Tip: Clean up 
area before 
rolling out your 
sisal.  



Hanging Forbes School 
Å¢ŜƳǇƻǊŀǊƛƭȅ  ƘŀƴƎ ȅƻǳǊ ǎƛǎŀƭ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǇ ǳǎƛƴƎ мέ ƎǊŀōōŜǊ ǎŎǊŜǿǎ 

ÅOverlap the sisal 2 to 3 inches on all 4 edges of backer


